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The Senate met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore [Mr. THURMOND].

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Gracious Lord, You know what is
ahead today for the women and men of
this Senate. Crucial issues confront
them. Votes will be cast and aspects of
the future of our Nation will be shaped
by what is decided. And so, we say with
the Psalmist:

Show me Your ways, O Lord; teach me
Your paths. Lead me in Your truth and teach
me, for You are the God of my salvation; on
You I wait all the day.—Psalm 25:4–5.

‘I delight to do Your will, O my God, and
Your law is within my heart.—Psalm 40:8.

We prepare for the decisions of today
by opening our minds to the inflow of
Your spirit. We confess that we need
Your divine intelligence to invade our
thinking brains and flood us with Your
light in the dimness of our limited un-
derstanding.

We praise You, Lord, that when this
day comes to an end we will have the
deep inner peace of knowing that You
heard and answered this prayer for
guidance. In the name of Him who is
the Truth. Amen.

f

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
able Senator from Washington State is
recognized.

f

SCHEDULE

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, for the
information of our colleagues, the Sen-
ate today will immediately resume
consideration of the conference report
to accompany the product liability bill
for a period of 3 hours of debate, equal-
ly divided.

At 12 noon there will be two consecu-
tive rollcall votes. The first will be on
the adoption of the product liability
conference report, and that vote will be
immediately followed by a vote on the
motion to invoke cloture on the mo-
tion to proceed to Senate Resolution
227, a resolution concerning the Special
Committee To Investigate Whitewater
and Related Matters.

Following those votes, the Senate
will resume consideration of the graz-
ing bill, and there will be 75 minutes
for debate remaining on the Bumpers
amendment, amendment No. 3556, as
modified. A rollcall vote will occur on
or in relation to that amendment im-
mediately upon the expiration or yield-
ing of debate time. Other votes are ex-
pected, and a late night session is pos-
sible in order to complete action on
that grazing bill.

f

COMMONSENSE PRODUCT LIABIL-
ITY LEGAL REFORM ACT OF
1996—CONFERENCE REPORT

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
DEWINE). Under the previous order, the
Senate will now proceed to the con-
ference report to accompany H.R. 956.
The time between now and 12 noon is
equally divided.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The committee of conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
956), a bill to establish legal standards and
procedures for product liability litigation,
and for other purposes, having met, after full
and fair conference, have agreed to rec-
ommend and do recommend to their respec-
tive Houses this report, signed by a majority
of the conferees.

The Senate resumed consideration of
the conference report.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, as we
proceed toward the climax of the de-
bate on product liability and a vote on
the bill at noon, I believe it appro-
priate to state what I think the issues
in this debate truly are. The question
involved in whether or not we wish to
reform the product liability litigation
system of this country has, I think,
primarily to do with the products that
are available to the American people,
the rapidity with which new products
are researched, developed, introduced,
and marketed, and the cost of those
products to the people of the United
States.

In each of these cases, the closely re-
lated question, of course, is the system
of justice by which people who believe
that they have been wronged get a de-
termination as to whether or not such
a wrong has been committed and how
much compensation should be granted
when a wrong is determined.

Our present legal system serves well
neither of these goals. We have, in
many areas, a frequent reduction in
the number of companies that are will-
ing to engage in vitally important
businesses: a reduction from something
like a dozen to one, in the producers of
serum for whooping cough; a reduction
from 20 to 2, in the number of compa-
nies willing to produce helmets, foot-
ball helmets, for players, whether pro-
fessional or college or high school or
otherwise.

There is a constant fear on the part
of product developers that the unpre-
dictable costs of product liability liti-
gation, whether or not it is successful,
are simply greater than any potential
profits that can be gained from the de-
velopment and marketing of a product.
For example, Science magazine has
identified three U.S. laboratories that
suspended or canceled research on
promising AIDS vaccines. Union Car-
bide funded and developed a suitcase-
size kidney dialysis unit for home use.
It was sold to a foreign corporation
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